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PERMITTING PROCESSPERMITTING PROCESS

WHAT DO YOU NEED TO KNOW BEFORE YOU BUILD?WHAT DO YOU NEED TO KNOW BEFORE YOU BUILD?
LEARNING SERIES

Permits aren’t just a formality. They exist for a few important
reasons:
Permits aren’t just a formality. They exist for a few important
reasons:

Property ValueInsuranceSafety Avoiding Fines

What Affects Whether You
Need a Permit?

What Affects Whether You
Need a Permit?

Size of the Building:Size of the Building:

Bigger buildings almost always require
permits. Smaller portable sheds may or
may not.

Bigger buildings almost always require
permits. Smaller portable sheds may or
may not.

Intended Use:Intended Use:

Storing lawn equipment is one thing. Turning
it into a living space? That’s a whole
different level of “we need paperwork.”

Storing lawn equipment is one thing. Turning
it into a living space? That’s a whole
different level of “we need paperwork.”

Foundation Type:Foundation Type:

Anything anchored to the ground—
concrete slab, footers, or even ground
anchors—often requires approval.

Anything anchored to the ground—
concrete slab, footers, or even ground
anchors—often requires approval.

What Permits Typically Cover:What Permits Typically Cover:

Zoning approval, building permits,
Electrical or plumbing permits (if you’re
adding them)

Zoning approval, building permits,
Electrical or plumbing permits (if you’re
adding them)
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